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be returned as soon as they had given the subject full consideration. In the meantime, the five members would be ready to answer a legal accusation, and they were ordered to appear in their places from clay to day.
If the charge of high treason against Strafford was a just charge, then the charge of high treason against IVm and his associates was likewise a just charge. If "to subvert the fundamental laws " meant to overthrow the uncertain precedents of former times, if it referred to the controversy between the prerogatives of the Crown and the privileges of the subject, which had started with King John's barons at Runnymede, then Strafford was guilty, and Pym was guilty. For each had sought to efface the misty lines of the old constitution in accordance with the notions of power or right which he cherished as the correct theory of modern government. Hut It was a time of revolution, and revolutions are not governed by the solution of fine-spun ethical questions.
That night the King privately determined to arrest the five members himself. The next morning ho wavered, and took the Queen aside to tell her his doubts of the wisdom of the act. Her quick French spirit; would not hear him with patience. " Go, poltroon/' she cried, i4 pull these rogues out by the ears, or never see my face more ! " There is some palliation for her fierce words in the fact that it was her dignity and honour, perhaps her very life, that the Commons were preparing to attack. Charles obeyed her imperious command, knowing at the time that it was unwise, and referring to it afterwards as "a casual mistake.'* Had he seized the five members at early morning while they slept, his project: might have been attended with success. lie waited until three o'clock in the afternoon of January 4th, and taking xvith him his young nephew, the Elector Palatine, he hurried down stairs, calling out,t4 Let my faithful subjects and soldiers follow me,1' At the door he entered his coach, and drove off followed by some four hundred armed men.
As the King and his retinue disappeared from her window, the Queen, impetuous and triumphant, communicated the